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God our Father, you see your children growing up in an unsteady and confusing world: Show them that your ways give
more life than the ways of the world, and that following you is better than chasing after selfish goals. Help them to
take failure, not as a measure of their worth, but as a chance for a new start. Give them strength to hold their faith in
you, and to keep alive their joy in your creation; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. (BCP 829)

Dear St. Peter’s family,

The prayers from the Book of Common Prayer so often give us the right words at the right moment. I feel like the
Prayer for Young Persons is a prayer we need for today. I also feel like it is a prayer that is not necessarily limited for
young persons.

I am not entirely sure when the Prayer for Young Persons was written, but we are still living in an unsteady and
confusing world. We can be confused by the noise in this world. So, to whom can we turn? There is an answer.
Every time we baptize somebody into the church, the person is asked, “Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as
your Savior?” And the right answer is, “I do.” This vow to turn to Jesus Christ is for our sake. In such an unsteady
and confusing world, we can turn to Jesus Christ and find our sanctuary (safe place).

So many stories in the Bible have to do with listening. I am reminded of the Gospel story we recently heard on a
Sunday at St. Peter’s. Mary listened to Jesus while Martha was distracted by many other things. Mary chose the
better part. We too must hear what Jesus has to say for us and about us before we are distracted by many other
things in this world. Our successes in life do not measure our self-worth and neither do our failures. Our God sees us
like a merchant in search of a fine pearl. He will sell all that he owns just to buy that one fine pearl. Yes, we are that
valuable to him.

We will read the Bible only to discover that God is about second chances. In his earthly ministry, Jesus forgives the
sins of many and teaches his disciples to forgive not just once but seventy-seven times (Greek for an infinite
amount). With God, we are always given another chance. The most important truth about our faith is that God raised
Jesus from the dead. Thus, our God is always about a new start!

I hope you will join me in this prayer for young persons, especially as we begin another school year. Consider this
prayer for all of us. We are growing up (living in) an unsteady and confusing world. But our prayer is answered by
Jesus Christ. He breaks through the noise. He is the Way, the Truth, and the Life. Yes, Lord, give us the strength we
need to hold our faith in you, and to keep alive our joy in your creation.

Faithfully,
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July Vestry Highlights

The Vestry did not meet in the month of July. The vestry reviewed the June
financials via email, and plans to approve the June and July financials at the August
meeting. After the first six months of the fiscal year (50%), the reports showed that
our overall income was at 52% and our expenses were at 52%.

The next regular meeting will be Monday, August 15 at 5:30pm in the MPR. As
always, anyone in the parish is welcome to attend. If you wish to be on the agenda
and speak, however, please notify the Rector no later than the previous Tuesday,
August 9, when he writes the agenda to be sent to the Vestry.



“We welcome all to join us in knowing Christ and making him known to others.” RR 0822 | Page 4

A Message from Father Mike…
Planetary Nebula and Next Door Neighbors

Ten days ago, Sunday, July 10, I preached on Jesus' parable of the Good Samaritan. You'll remember the scribe testing
Jesus, asking: "And who is my neighbor?" Well, apparently, everybody, according to Our Lord's meaning. Life is a matter
of connection. Salvation, properly understood, is a matter of connection.

Hardwired into American culture is the myth of rugged individualism. And, given our global influence, it's gaining
popularity in other parts of the world where traditional economic, familial, religious and cultural ties are more rooted in
the ancient concept of connectivity. The biblical Scriptures are part and parcel of this outlook. Christianity wouldn't
exist if it was just a matter of individuality. No one, especially the saints, is purely and simply an individual. They are a
"Communion."

Whether one is thinking of economics, genetic inheritance, psychological and social environments, etc., it's simply
impossible to trust our peculiar, novel, national myth. Religion (and Christianity is a religion and not a spirituality) is "re-
ligio", re-ligamenting, re-connection-ing, that which is broken, severed, disconnected. The modern phenomenon of
individuality goes against the grain of the notion of salvation itself; against God's design for a "people", a kingdom, a
holy nation, a Church: One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic, serving God and the world; indeed, the universe, the cosmos!
My neighbor is my life. My neighbor is my cosmos.

Have you seen the recent space images captured by the new NASA James Webb telescope? They’re breathtakingly
beautiful, astonishingly and mysteriously gorgeous, taking us billions and billions of years nearer the moment of
creation itself (Big Bang?). Jesuit Brother and director of the Vatican Observatory (the VO also operates the Vatican
Advanced Technology Telescope located in rural Arizona about 200 miles southeast of Phoenix), Guy Consolmagno,
said the images are "a necessary food for the human spirit--we do not live by bread alone--especially in these times.
The science behind this telescope is our attempt to use our God-given intelligence to understand the logic of the
universe. The universe wouldn't work if it weren't logical." (Think 'connectional').

With roots dating to 1582, The Vatican Observatory is one of the oldest active astronomical observatories in the world.
Consolmagno is friends with many of the scientists who built the Webb instrument and planned the observations. He
said, "I know how long and how hard they and their colleagues have worked to make this incredible machine work. It is
a tribute to the power of the human spirit, what we can do when we work together."

What if the universe holds other beings and life forms we humans might recognize? (Personally, I hope it does). Was
our non-individualized God--Father, Son and Holy Spirit--seeking connectivity, seeking neighborly connection when God
formed man from the ground and breathed in his face the breath of life; and man became a living soul? Male and
female connected to their Creator, each other and all of creation?

If Somewhere Out There, amidst the beautiful planetary nebula, we are witnessing, a "neighbor," then in true Christian
cosmology and Texan friendliness, we say: "Howdy, Neighbor!"

"When I consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars, which you have set in place, what is
mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You have made them a little lower than
the angels and crowned them with glory and honor" (Psalm 8).

From the Twilight Zone,
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BLESSING OF THE BACKPACKS August 14, at 10 AM service

JERRY AND STACEY KRAMER RECEPTION August 27, at 5:30 PM in Tucker Hall (RSVP)

JERRY KRAMER PREACHES August 28, at both services

RALLY DAY September 11, at 11 AM  

LUNCHEON WITH BISHOP PONS OZELLE September 13, at 11 AM (RSVP)

FAMILY SUPPERS RESUME September 14, at 5:30 PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS September 18, following the 9:15 service

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS October 2

PUMPKIN CARVING AND COSTUMES October 30

BAPTISMS November 6, during services

GENEROSITY SUNDAY November 13, combined service

FRIENDSGIVING POTLUCK November 23, in Tucker Hall

ST. NICK VISITS November 30, at Family Supper

QUIET DAY December 3, Reverend Mike Marsh Visits

DOWNTOWN CHRISTMAS  WALK December 6 (proposed date)

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PAGEANT December 11, Service in Tucker Hall

Please follow our communication channels for other exciting events, as this list 
does not include ALL happenings at St. Peter’s. Dates are subject to change, and 

details for events will be in the Rock Road newsletter and bulletins.  
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PFF (Prayers, Fellowship & Football) – Tucker Hall
Tuesdays 12 – 1 pm
PFF is a men’s lunch group with no agenda. It’s purely social and men of all ages are welcome. Join
us for a delicious $8.00 lunch and lively conversation! If you need more information, please feel free
to call Jon Wilem at (281) 723–9571 or John Elliott at (830) 238-4958. An RSVP is appreciated, but
not necessary.

Path of Life – Multipurpose Room in Tucker Hall
Wednesdays 10:30 am - Noon
Becky Purl and Betty Mosty, leaders
Path of Life (POL) will take a break for the summer, and resume meetings in the fall.

Friday Book Study – Church office 2nd floor Audio-Visual Room
Fridays 11am – Noon, Susan Parker, contact person
The group continues to study Desmond Tutu’s and Mpho Tutu’s book The Book of Forgiving: The
Fourfold Path for Healing Ourselves and Our World. We invite you to join us as “this book is an
invitation for you to walk with us on the path of forgiveness.” We have two chapters left: “Forgiving
Yourself” and “A World of Forgiveness.” Just because we have only two chapters does not mean that
we will finish our study in two weeks. We move slowly because we have LOTS of wonderful
discussion.
However, we have chosen our next book, starting date to be announced. We will read Barking to the
Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship by Gregory Boyle. Contact Susan Parker, parkers710@gmail.com
or 830-257-3918 for more information, and for the zoom link.

Continue to join us at our 5PM Services on 
Wednesday nights through the summer.

Wednesday Family Dinners at 
St. Peter’s will resume on September 14.

mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
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The Labyrinth Guild has gone to quarterly meetings. 
The next meeting will take place in October. 

The Veriditas Store is now OPEN!
Restored, restocked, and 
with a fabulous selection! 

We are spotlighting some of 
the items you can find at 

the online shop. 

www.veriditas.org/Shop
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The next meeting for the ECW board will be at
10 AM on Thursday September 29, in the MPR.

The next General meeting/luncheon will be on
October 6, at 10:30 AM in Tucker Hall.

We will go on a virtual tour of the Bishop
Jones Center, the home of the Diocese of
West Texas. The presentation will be given by
Rt. Rev. Rayford B. High Jr., D.D. and the Rev.
Dr. Canon Ann Normand.
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F O U N D E D I N 1 9 6 7

MAIN AT TIVY STREET
KERRVILLE, TEXAS 78028

830-257-0290

AN OUTREACH MINISTRY OF THE 
EPISCOPAL CHURCH WOMEN OF
ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

The Cottage Shop needs volunteers to 
continue serving our community.

Please consider joining our sales 
teams. Flexible schedules, no 
experience required, and we have 
FUN! Start making a difference today!

Contact Margaret Galloway
margaretgalloway41@gmail.com

Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Thursday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Friday 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Receiving on Mondays
8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Consignments by appointment only.

Donations gratefully received
without an appointment on

Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, and Fridays.

COME SEE US!
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The Cottage Shop needs bubble wrap and brown paper bags. 
Your donations are appreciated!
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Any women who are interested in our 
Order and is a member of St. Peter's

Episcopal Church please contact:

Imelda Horne
830-896-5992 | mel_jam72207@yahoo.com

OR
Sarah Baetz

832-361-4176

Path of Life will resume 
meetings in the fall. 

Have a great summer, and 
stay tuned for the date! 

PATH OF LIFE

FRIDAY BOOK STUDY
The group continues to study Desmond Tutu’s
and Mpho Tutu’s book The Book of Forgiving: The
Fourfold Path for Healing Ourselves and Our
World. We invite you to join us as “this book is an
invitation for you to walk with us on the path of
forgiveness.” We have two chapters left:
“Forgiving Yourself” and “A World of Forgiveness.”
Just because we have only two chapters does
not mean that we will finish our study in two
weeks. We move slowly because we have LOTS
of wonderful discussion.

However, we have chosen our next book, starting
date to be announced. We will read Barking to the
Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship by Gregory
Boyle.

We invite you to join us at 11 am every Friday 
either in person in the AV room in the office 

building or via Zoom. 

Contact Susan Parker for Zoom information; 
257-3918 or parkers710@gmail.com.

Contemplative Prayer

We begin with a brief sacred reading, 
which leads us into a time of silence that 

lasts about 20 minutes.

The goal is to support one another in 
private contemplative prayer and 

meditation and share our faith journeys.

We are affiliated with Contemplative 
Outreach LTD and World Community for 

Christian Meditation.

For schedule information contact Susan 
Parker at parkers710@gmail.com

or 257-3918.

DOK is an order for women who are communicants 
of the Episcopal Church. Members undertake a Rule 

of Life, incorporating The Rule of Prayer and The 
Rule of Service. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, our 
vision as members of The Order is to know Jesus 
Christ, to make Him known to others, and become 

reflections of God's love throughout the world.

The DOK will not meet in June, July, or August.

mailto:mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
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AUGUST USHERS
Combined 10 AM Services

August 7 Barbara Jansen
Hiram Wilson

August 14 Amy Richards
Sarah Hilburn

August 21 Dan and Libby 
English

August 28 Sarah and 
Junior Hilburn
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STAY CONNECTED
Many of our ministry groups meet through the week in all areas of the campus. As 
always, please contact Ginny in the church office to schedule a meeting room and time.

Below you will find the contact information for Ministry Leaders. Please be in touch with your respective Ministry 
Leader to learn how members of your ministry group are engaging with one another. 

If you have questions, call the office. If you need support from your clergy, please contact Fr. Bert or Fr. Mike. We 
are here for you to know Christ and make Him known to others. 

Ministry Group Leader/Contact person Contact info
Clergy The Rev. Bert Baetz bert@stpeterskerrville.com
Clergy The Rev. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
Youth Minister The Rev. Bert Baetz & TBD bert@stpeterskerrville.com
Children’s Minister Jenny Ligon jenny@stpeterskerrville.com
Contemplative Prayer Susan Parker parkers710@gmail.com
Path of Life Becky Purl happy1@stx.rr.com

Betty Mosty bmosty@hctc.net
Sisters in Scripture Lisa Earl lisaearl29@gmail.com
Friday Book Study Susan Parker parkers710@gmail.com
Chancel Choir Claire Rabson claire@stpeterskerrville.com
Praise Team Mark Voss jmvoss@hotmail.com
Acolytes Lee Underwood theboss@underwoodsheating-ac.com

Calvin Smajstrla cal.smajstrla@gmail.com
Altar Guild Dawn Hatch cdawnhatch@gmail.com
Eucharistic Visitors Fr. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
Greeters Brooksie Bledsoe bledsoebrooksie@yahoo.com
St. Paul’s Guild Jane Quein jquein@hotmail.com
Ushers Doug Holmes holmes.d4549@gmail.com

Nellwyn Sadler nellwynsadler@gmail.com
Labyrinth Guild Cindy Bachman bachman@omniglobal.net
St. Jerome’s Guild Betty Mosty bmosty@hctc.net

Vicky Wilson victoria92@mac.com
Rosemary’s Helping Hands Dee Elliott deeelliott@hctc.net.
The Order of the Daughters of the King Imelda Horne mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew James Horne mel_jam72207@yahoo.com
Hospital Visitors Fr. Mike Wheeler mike@stpeterskerrville.com
Communicats – Office Volunteers Ginny Stehling ginny@stpeterskerrville.com
Rock Roadies Polly Horany horanypr@me.com
Prayers, Fellowship and Football (PFF) Jon Wilems pjwilems@gmail.com
Community Best Timers Lynda Griffin lk.grffn@gmail.com
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) Amy Best amyjudinbest@gmail.com
The Cottage Shop Margaret Galloway margaretgalloway41@gmail.com
Love for the Least Partners Dee Elliott deeelliott@hctc.net
Hamburger Ministry Ross Rommel arossrommel@gmail.com
Men's Group (Wed. evenings) Carter Crain fcc@me.com

Rich Schneider schneider.rich@gmail.com

mailto:bert@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:mike@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:bert@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:bert@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
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mailto:bmosty@ktc.com
mailto:lisaearl29@gmail.com
mailto:parkers710@gmail.com
mailto:claire@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:jmvoss@hotmail.com
mailto:theboss@underwoodsheating-ac.com
mailto:cal.smajstrla@gmail.com
mailto:cdawnhatch@gmail.com
mailto:mike@stpeterskerrville.com
mailto:bledsoebrooksie@yahoo.com
mailto:jquein@hotmail.com
mailto:holmes.d4549@gmail.com
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mailto:pjwilems@gmail.com
mailto:lk.grffn@gmail.com
mailto:amyjudinbest@gmail.com
http://margaretgalloway41@gmail.com
mailto:deeelliott@hctc.net
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A U G U ST

Avery Earl 1-Aug
Audrey Schreiner 1-Aug
Herb Williamson 1-Aug
Judy Carswell 1-Aug
Howard Kiecke 2-Aug
James Raymond 3-Aug
Sally Coers 3-Aug
Lucy Pearson 4-Aug
Eleanor Ingerson 4-Aug
Greg Maxwell 4-Aug
Kay Bruce 5-Aug
Brooksie Bledsoe 6-Aug
John Self 7-Aug
Paul Simone 7-Aug
Barbara Whipple 7-Aug
Alexis McRoberts 7-Aug
Glenda Price-Coden 7-Aug
Keaton Herman 8-Aug
Mary Cook 8-Aug
Cameran Smajstrla 8-Aug

Scott Herman 10-Aug
Claire Rabson 11-Aug
Riley Rector 12-Aug
John Pike 12-Aug
Hinley Imel 13-Aug
Bobby Ulich 13-Aug
Jennifer Judin 13-Aug
David Martin 14-Aug
Joe Shafer Jr. 14-Aug
Ken Kappler 14-Aug
Grace McDonald 14-Aug
Jim Raymond 15-Aug
Henry Jons IV 15-Aug
Ginny Stehling 15-Aug
Bella Blacklock 16-Aug
Dan Burt 17-Aug
Russell Baehre Jr. 17-Aug
Midge Glor 19-Aug
Mahala Johle 19-Aug
Kay Hayes 20-Aug

Nancy Brown 20-Aug
Susan Fager 20-Aug
Dixon Mosty 22-Aug
Blake King 22-Aug
Lenore Langsdorf 22-Aug
Archer Lockhart 22-Aug
Ronda McIlvain 23-Aug
Carol Casals 26-Aug
Don McDonald 26-Aug
Pam McCaskill 27-Aug
Margaret 
McBride McBride 28-Aug
Linda Pipkin 28-Aug
W.R. Machen 30-Aug
Marla Edwards 31-Aug
Eric Maloney 31-Aug
Oliver Baetz IV 31-Aug

Jo-An & Arnold Evans 3-Aug
Stephanie & Scott Herman 3-Aug
Marsha & Lawrence Hofland 4-Aug
Tracy & Harvey Hilderbran 7-Aug
Chris & Paul Simone 9-Aug
Gail & David Brown 9-Aug
Carolyn & Danny Wheat Wheat 13-Aug

Evelyn & Bob Jewell 20-Aug
Betty & Richard Mosty 21-Aug
Rebecca & Herb Williamson 24-Aug
Barbara & Roy Blackbird 25-Aug
Carolyn & Andy Bachofen 26-Aug
Valerie & Olaf Olsen 26-Aug
Htwe & Frank Call 28-Aug
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